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Riverton Community Housing Mission:
To develop and maintain quality 
student-oriented housing communities 
operating on a non-profit, democratic 
basis.

Creating Cooperatives,
Shaping Communities

Check your toilet for leaks.  Put a little food coloring 
into your toilet tank and let is sit for 15 minutes.  If 
the color appears in the bowl without flushing, y ou 
have a leak that should be repaired immediately.  A 
leaky toilet can waste as much as 200 gallons of water 
a day. 

Bathroom facilities claim nearly 75% of the water 
used.  If your toilet is running, call the office and place 
a work order (not ‘go catch it’). 

Try  showering the “navy w ay”.  Just get wet, turn 
off the shower while soaping up and scrubbing, and 
turn it back on briefly to rinse off.  Super low-flow 
showerheads can be installed to deliver as little as 
1.25 gallons per minute, as opposed to the standard 
3.2 gallons. 

Don’t use your toilet as a garbage can; put dirty tis-
sues in the wastebasket. 

Check faucets for leaks and call the office to put a 
wor k order.  A d ripping faucet can w aste up to 2,000 
gallons of water a year. 

Turn off the faucet.  This may sound simple, but gal-
lons of water are wasted daily while people w ash 
dishes, clean vegetables, shave and brush teeth. 

When you rinse off vegetables and fruits, plug up the 
sink instead of using running w ater. 

Plug up the sink when you wash dishes by hand too. 

Keep a bottle of drinking water in the refrigerator .  
Allowing the faucet to run until the water feels cool 
wastes water. 

Maximize appliance efficiency by making sure dish-
washers and clothes washers are fully loaded before 
starting them.  Do this, and you can save 15 gallons 
per load for dishwasher and 55 gallons per load for 
clothes washers. 

If you hav e a fish tank, use dirty water for the tank 
on your houseplants.  It’s rich in nitrogen and phos-
phorus, which give y ou a good fertilizer . 

Don’t defrost frozen foods with running water.  
Either defrost them in the microw ave or plan ahead 
by placing frozen items in the refrigerator ov ernight.  
Saves 50 to 150 gallons a month. 

Never pour oil or grease in the drain.  Instead put 
grease in the jar or container that can be placed in 
the garbage. 

Do not use hot water when cold will do.  W ashing 
hands with soap and cold w ater can save water and 
energy.  Hot water should be added only when hands 
are especially dirty. 

Scrape dishes clean instead of rinsing them before 
washing.  There is no need to rinse unless they are 
heavily soiled. 

Way s to Save Water. . .
and Money Too! 
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C o n t a c t  I n fo r m a t i o n

Riverton Office Phone: 612.331.3911   

Riverton Office Fax: 612.331.3919

Riverton E-Mail: office@riverton.org

Riverton Web: www.riverton.org

Chateau Web: www.chateau.coop

Marcy Park Web: www.marcypark.coop

Marshall Web: www.marshall.coop

Cole Web: www.coletownhomes.com

Franklin Web: www.franklin.coop

Franklin Office Phone: 612.338.4574

Franklin Office Fax: 612.338.4579

The Scoop is published monthly for Riverton and its member co-ops. 
Please address correspondence to lindsey.bjornson@riverton.org or 
call 612-331-3911. 

R i v e r t o n  S t a ff

Franklin Office Assistant Manager Quanda Arch

Communications and Mktg. Specialist  Lindsey Björnson

Marshall Caretaker  Jason Swenson

Member Services/Asset Manager  LoAnn Crepeau

Executive Director  Gary Ellis

Maintenance Staff  Dan Geist

Member Services Farheen Hakeem

Maintenance Staff  Rick James

Cole Caretaker  Chad Lemker

Riverton Office Coordinator  Anne Kaess

Maintenance Staff  Ken Kaiser

Maintenance Supervisor  Scott Lakeberg

Maintenance Staff  Andre McDonald

Maintenance Staff  Mark Rindfleisch

Accountant  Julie Schmit

Maintenance Staff  Dale Schmidtke 

Franklin Office Manager/Administrator  Dianna Tyson

Maintenance Staff  Aaron Walker

Marcy Park Caretaker  Cristiane Zampieri
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The courtyard garden planted last spring at Franklin 
Cooperative will be blooming soon - the tulips are 
sticking their heads up already! This y ear, the board is 
forming a new committee just to work on the garden. 

Back when snow was on the ground, the board 
applied for a $100 matching grant to purchase 
native plants through the Longfellow Community 
Council. Funding will be provided by the Mississippi 

Watershed 
Management 
Organization.  
Franklin 
Board 
member 
Stephanie 
Herbert has 
always been 
interested in 

gardening, and thought that attend-
ing the required nativ e plant work-
shops would help her learn more 
about it. A graduate nursing student 
pursuing her PhD in Public Health, Stephanie also 
appreciates that using native plants will hav e a posi-
tive effect on the environment.  Nativ e plants should 
thrive without using excess water, fertilizer , or pesti-
cides. 

Last summer, the garden was a great place for co-
op members to work together and create a pleas-
ant place to sit and visit. Members also held a large 
Garden Gala with liv e music and food. The children 
in the co-op even helped plant, weed and water the 
garden. It should be spring soon, so come on over to 
Franklin and check it out! W atch for the upcoming 
cleanup and other opportunities to get "down and 
dirty" in the garden. 

Frankl in Garden Updates
Wri tten by LoAnn Crepeau, Riverton Staff Member



T
he 

3

Matt Hepler has liv ed at 
the Marshall Co-op for a 
year and a half.  He went 
to his first board meeting 
immediately after attend-
ing an orientation session, 
and has been serving as 
the Board Vice President 
since December 2002.  

Matt first heard about Marshall from his 
friend who lived there, and says he likes 
the co-op experience because he enjoys 
being involved with what happens in the 
building.  Says Matt "It allows your living 
experience to be more of a reflection of 
what y ou want, rather than just a place to 
live."

Matt w as born in Lexington, Kentucky.  His 
family moved to Minnesota when he w as 
about 4 years old, and he graduated from 
Minnetonka High School in 2000. Matt's 
ties to the University of Minnesota go back 
to his youth.  His parents have owned The 
Student Book Store on University and 15th 
Avenue for several years, and Matt started 
wor king there at a young age, stocking 
and stickering books and doing odd jobs 
for his parents.  He still occasionally helps 
out at the store.

Currently in his third year at the  
University of Minnesota, Matt is major -
ing in Geography. He would eventually 
like a career with a geography/technology 
connection- perhaps city planning or infor -

mation systems with satellites.  He says he 
doesn't have a strong desire to move, and 
prefers to stay here in Minnesota.

During his free time, Matt enjoys play-
ing video games, relaxing, and playing 
baseball.  He mentions Bobby Z's and 
Vescio's as some of his favorite places to 
have lunch and hang out at.  He enjoys 
watching Comedy Central, and especially 
likes "The Daily Show." Matt also enjoys 
visits to his relatives in Michigan, and 
spending time at his Grandparent's cabin 
in Pleasant Pond, Maine.

Matt says he would like to see more new 
people get involved within the Marshall 
Co-op. He says he thinks it's important 
to have new people in place to contin-
ue to improve the Marshall Cooperativ e.  
He's looking forward to Marshall's annual 
spring barbeque/gardening event. Thank 
you, Matt, for your time and commitment 
to the Marshall Co-op, and for taking the 
time to interview for the Scoop!

Wri tten by Julie Schmidt, Riverton 
Community Housing Accountant

Getting to Know you...
a monthly segment introducing your co-op’s board members

M a t t 
H e p l e r



4

T
he

 Sc
oo

p

4

MONDAYSUNDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYWEDNESDAY

A p r i l  2 0 0 4

4

11 12 13
Riverton 

Board Mtg. 
5:30 PM

14 15 16 17

18
Franklin E&D Mtg. 

4 PM
Chateau F&O, 

Policy, & E&D 7 pm 

19
Marshall 
Board

Mtg. 7 pm 

20 21
Franklin 

American Red 
Cross Fire 

Safety 7 pm
(Somali)

22
Marcy Park 
Board Mtg. 

8 pm

23 24
Marcy Park 

Spring Clean 
Up Day!

9 am-12 pm

25
Chateau 

Board Mtg. 
8 pm

26 27 28
Franklin American 

Red Cross 
Emergency 

Preparedness 
7 pm (English)

29 30

5 6 7 8 9 10

31 2

C a l e n d a r  o f E ve n t s

Please Recycle

F rom  t h e  S h o p
Look in this section every month for tips from your maintenance staff! 

FRANKLIN CARETAKER NEEDED!

Franklin Co-op has an opening for a weekend care-
taker. We need someone who can clean the buildings 
for a few hours on Saturday and Sunday. You would 
receive a credit toward your rent for your w ork. Please 
go to the office if you are interested in the position. 

MARCY PARK SPRING CLEAN UP DAY! 

Marcy Park members will clean out the attic space in 
the 1000 building on April 24th from 9 am -12 pm. The 
cleaned out space will be used for storage lockers for 
the members. If you are currently using one of the lock-
ers in the attic, please let the office know or else your 
things will be thrown aw ay! 


