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Riverton Community Housing Mission:
To develop and maintain quality 
student-oriented housing communities 
operating on a non-profit, democratic 
basis.

Creating Cooperatives,
Shaping Communities

The Chateau held its annual spring barbecue and 
Moondeck party on Saturday May 15. The spring and 
fall barbeques and moon deck parties are a tradition at 
the Chateau, and it is great way for members to meet 
each other and become familiar with Board members.  
Board members John Hilleren and Erin Hart planned 
the events, which included an afternoon barbecue on 
the Chateau back patio, followed by a party that night 
on the moon deck, complete with deejays and an open 
bar. Education committee members, as well as several 
Chateau members, spent time taking tickets, running 
the grill, and mixing drinks. Though the weather that 
day was a little chilly, the rain held out and sev eral 
hundred Chateau members and guests enjoyed the 
festivities. One small bump occurred during the party 
when too many people got into one of the elevators, 
causing it to get stuck in between floors and trapping 
17 people inside for 30 minutes. Just as a reminder, 
be sure to use common sense when in the elevators. 
Repairs to them are costly and overloading them can 
be very dangerous. Overall, the day went very w ell and 
both the barbecue and party were successful. Special 
thanks to the Board of Directors, Education committee, 
and Chateau volunteers for all of their hard w ork in 
making the day fun for ev eryone.  If you have ideas or 
suggestions for the next party, or would like to get 
involved, please come to the next Education committee 
meeting on August 22nd. 

Chateau 
Moondeck Party!

Wri tten by Erin Hart, Education Committee Chair
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C o n t a c t  I n fo r m a t i o n

Riverton Office Phone: 612.331.3911   

Riverton Office Fax: 612.331.3919

Riverton E-Mail: office@riverton.org

Riverton Web: www.riverton.org

Chateau Web: www.chateau.coop

Marcy Park Web: www.marcypark.coop

Marshall Web: www.marshall.coop

Cole Web: www.coletownhomes.com

Franklin Web: www.franklin.coop

Franklin Office Phone: 612.338.4574

Franklin Office Fax: 612.338.4579

The Scoop is published monthly for Riverton and its member co-ops. 
Please address correspondence to lindsey.bjornson@riverton.org or 
call 612-331-3911. 

R i v e r t o n  S t a ff

Franklin Office Assistant Manager Quanda Arch

Communications and Mktg. Specialist  Lindsey Björnson

Marshall Caretaker  Jason Swenson

Member Services/Asset Manager  LoAnn Crepeau

Executive Director  Gary Ellis

Maintenance Staff  Dan Geist

Member Services Farheen Hakeem

Maintenance Staff  Rick James

Cole Caretaker  Chad Lemker

Riverton Office Coordinator  Anne Kaess

Maintenance Staff  Ken Kaiser

Maintenance Supervisor  Scott Lakeberg

Maintenance Staff  Andre McDonald

Maintenance Staff  Mark Rindfleisch

Accountant  Julie Schmit

Maintenance Staff  Dale Schmidtke 

Franklin Office Manager/Administrator  Dianna Tyson

Maintenance Staff  Aaron Walker

Marcy Park Caretaker  Cristiane Zampieri-
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Marcy Park and Cole have recently experi-
enced some parking problems, resulting in some 
unhappy residents. In an effort to keep everyone 
safe and happy, Riverton staff will be crack-
ing down on parking violators . This means 
YOU WILL BE TOWED  if you are parked with-
out a permit or if your v ehicle is parked some 
place not designated as a parking space.

Of course, following the parking rules is  
important at all properties, but there hav e been 
specific problems at Marcy Park and Cole.  

At Marcy P ark, parking is av ailable FOR
 MA RCY PARK MEMBERS ONL Y on a 
first come, first serve basis in the back at no 
additional charge. This means your guests 
cannot park in the lot. Please leave the spaces for 
your neighbors. 

At Cole, many people park in the grass or in 

areas that say “No Parking.” The reason we do 
not allow parking in certain areas is because they 
are Fire Lanes. This means that if you have a 
situation arise in your townhouse and need an 
emergency vehicle to come, their efforts will  
be impeded by your illegally parked v ehicles. 
You are putting y ourself and your neighbors in 
danger by parking in these spaces. Also, keep 
in mind that if you park on the grass, the grass 
under your car dies. Keep your community safe 
and looking great by parking in your designated 
spaces or on the street. 

Letters have been sent, notices posted, and we’ve 
even made phone calls regarding specific vehi-
cles. This is your final w arning: If you are parked 
in a space not intended for parking or do not 
have a permit on your car you will be towed. 

We appreciate your cooperation. Please contact 
the office with any questions or concerns.  

Don’t Get Towed! 
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Meet Franklin mem-
ber Jenn Schumann. 
Jenn was born and 
raised near Eugene, 
Oregon, and moved to 
Minneapolis to attend  
medical school at the 

University of Minnesota. It took Jenn, 
her husband, Alex, and her two cats, 
three hot August days to get here. 

Jenn was elected to the board December 
of last year, where she brought valu-
able experience and useful skills. She has 
lived in a house co-op in Oregon, and 
coordinated social events for members. 
In addition, her self governance expe-
rience includes being the Chairperson 
of the Undergraduate Student Senate at 
Oregon State University and President of 
the College of Science Student Council, 
as well as a member of the budgeting 
committee.

Jenn first joined the house co-op as a 
fluke. There were a few friends that 
were living there and a few friends that 
needed a place to live and it was a 
beautiful Victorian house. So, she joined, 
and found it to be a very empow ering 
experience. She found that a co-op was 
a great place to build community , and  a 
voice in the choices that effect the place 

you live. According to Jenn, you get a 
better sense of the rules and the policies 
when you can voice your ideas of how 
the building is run. Jenn says that she 
appreciates that voice.

This was one of her motivations to liv e 
in Franklin Housing Co-op. Jenn believ es 
in helping community, the importance 
of member input, and that profits from 
rents should go back to the community. 
Jenn enjoys the Seward neighborhood  
and finds the many co-ops in the area c
onvenient and valuable.

The advice that Jenn would like to giv e 
to other members is to show up to a 
meeting and see what the co-op and the 
board is all about. “It may seem tedious, 
but it is really exciting to see you v oice 
make an impact to Riverton,” she states. 
She would encourage members to talk to 
board members at the board meeting. She 
says that we are all human, and we all 
make mistakes, so the more input from 
members, the better the board gets an 
idea of what is going on.

Getting to Know You...
A monthly segment introducing you to your co-op’s board members

J e nn  S c h u m a n n

Wri tten by Farheen Hakeem, Riverton 
Member Services Coordinator 
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On Friday June 18, 2004 the office staff 
at Franklin had an out of school party 
for the kids. Boy, did w e have a blast! 
This was the first time this was done at 
Franklin. We were not really sure how 
it w ould go, but w e thought w e would 
give it a shot.

We planned and planned and planned. 
Quanda made invitations and Dianna 
and LoAnn personally deliv ered the 
notices to the apartments, inviting  
all the kids in the building. We ev en 
invited a family that had not moved in 
yet.

We got the food and decorations, 
planned games and had music. Because 
there is a diverse group of kids in the 
building, Rick, our maintenance per -
son, stayed up until 3:00 a.m. burning 
music onto CD's. We had music that 
was suitable for kids of all ages. 

Dianna and Quanda put games 
together and planned them all out,  
making sure that there would be games 
for every age of kids. We had jump 
ropes, bubbles, water balloons, sack 
race and the three-legged race.  We also 
rented a dunk tank for those kids that 
wanted to get back at us for what they 
thought w e did or did not do. This w as 
their chance! Each kid was given a turn 
to dunk either Dianna or Quanda by 
throwing a ball at the bulls ey e, need-
less to say, we both went down a num-
ber of times!

Franklin Kids Party!
Wri tten by Dianna Tyson, Franklin Office Manager
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Rick’s dancing lessons Dianna and Quanda before the 
dunk tank

The coloring table The line of kids waiting to dunk 
Dianna and Quanda

Dianna got dunked!Face painting
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The long-awaited Hiaw atha Light Rail train 
system opened to the public on June 26th 
to huge crowds and lots of celebration. The 
Franklin LRT Station is just 5 blocks west 
of the Franklin Co-op, so residents are now 
connected directly to downtown on one 
end of the line and to Fort Snelling at the 
other end of the line. The remaining leg of 
the line to the Mall of America and the air -
port is scheduled to be open by December 
of 2004. 

On opening day, Franklin board members 
Jennifer and Alex Schumann, former board 
member Robin Van Hook, Riverton staff 
members Anne Kaess, Farheen Hakeem, 
Gary Ellis and LoAnn Crepeau greeted 
LRT riders from a tent set up at the sta-
tion site to showcase the Franklin Co-op 
and Riverton Community Housing. Lots 
of people stopped by to talk and pick up 
information and assorted goodies. At the 
same time, Riverton staff members Dianna 
Tyson, Quanda Arch and Lindsey Bjornson 
hosted an open house at Franklin Co-op to 
show off the many improv ements made to 
the building in the past y ear. The Riverton 
maintenance staff headed by Scott Lakeberg 
has done a terrific job of improving the 
condition of the Co-op, with more improv e-
ments to come. The opening of the LRT 
makes it even more convenient to live at 
Franklin.
"The first week of ridership exceeded by 

nearly 68 percent our goal to average 55,400 
rides each week through the end of the 
year," said Mark Fuhrmann, acting gen-
eral manager. "We are encouraged by these 
early ridership reports, and we also are 
very pleased with the operational perfor -
mance of our people and rail equipment. 
Nevertheless, it is premature to project  
long-term ridership trends from the first 
seven days of operations."

The Hiawatha light-rail line - a $715.3 mil-
lion project - is owned by the Metropolitan 
Council, operated by Metro Transit and 
built by the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation.  A r ide on the LRT costs the 
same as a ride on an MTC bus, and trans-
fers from one to the other are the same as 
from one bus to another. There will be 17 
stations, with park and ride lots located at 
Fort Snelling and at the Mall of America. 
For more information on the LRT or how to 
ride, visit www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/lrt or 
call 1-800-NEW-RIDER.

Franklin Co-op 
Welcomes LRT 
Wri tten by LoAnn Crepeau, Riverton staff
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Franklin Housing Co-op has some great 
activities going on for members.  Let’s 

take a peek at all of the fun!

Bike Storage is ready for 
members!  
When the hot days are long gone, you are 
not going to think about biking.  So what 
do you do with y our bike?  Well, If you are 
lucky enough to liv e at Franklin, you have 
the convenience of storing your bike in the 
basement of the B building.

Garden Gala 2004!  
Hey members, save the date of Saturday, 
August 21st 2004 from 6PM to 10PM.    
We will hav e our second annual party in 
the courtyard with music, food, and fun!  
Members can bring their children and one 
adult guest to the event, but remember, 
you have to pick up y our meal tickets.  So 
keep your eyes open and stop by the office 
if you would like help plan.

English Learning Classes!   
One of the best aspects of living in a coop-
erative is “members serving members.”  
This is a revolutionary idea, not only in 
the cooperative world, but also in the 
adult literacy world.  Said Ali, Franklin 
resident and board member, will be teach-

ing English classes to other members.  
This is a first in housing cooperativ es, 
and we at Riverton are really excited 
about the program.  If you are interested 
in volunteering to teach classes, taking 
classes, or know of other members that 
wou ld be interested in participating this 
historic event, feel free to contact Farheen 
Hakeem at 612-331-3911 or Farheen.
Hakeem@riverton.org.

No throwing things!   
We can’t have people bouncing anymore 
balls (basket, soccer, tennis, etc.) off of the 
wal ls or to each other in the courtyards.  
In addition, w e can have people throwing 
stones or other landscaping items in the 
courtyard.  Remember, this is a coopera-
tive, which means that fellow members 
have made the rules.  If you break them, 
your apartment will be charged for any 
damage that occurs.  If you don’t like the 
rules, join the Finance and Operations 
committee and voice your concerns or 
talk to the board.  This is your coopera-
tive, so if you want to keep rents low and 
damage to the minimal, you have to 
cooperate.

Franklin: 
That’s where 
it’s at!
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Board Mtg 
8 PM
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Franklin 

Garden Gala! 
6-10 PM
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Chateau Comm. 
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Board Mtg. 
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2
Marshall 

Budget Q&A 
Session 7 PM

73
Marcy Park 
Budget Q&A 
Session 7 PM
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C a l e n d a r  o f E ve n t s

Please Recycle

F rom  t h e  S h o p
CHATEAU AIR CONDITIONING 

Please remember not to leave your windows open during the hot, humid days when the air con-
ditioning is on. This creates a large amount of condensation which accumulates on the pipes and 
valances, leading to leaks. If your A/C isn’t wor king or is leaking, please report it to the office as soon 
as possible. 


