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Riverton Community Housing Mission:
To develop and maintain quality 
student-oriented housing communities 
operating on a non-profit, democratic 
basis.

Creating Cooperatives,
Shaping Communities

On August 21st, the Franklin Coop Board was threw a party 
for the members at Franklin Coop. We had music, dancing, 
chatting, beverages and, most importantly, good food. We also 
got to meet people that we may or may not see normally.  

Many people attended, although some of the more shy 
residents peeked at the rest of us through their windows. 
(Hopefully, they will feel more comfortable and join us at the 
next one!)

Everyone seemed to have a good time, including the kids, 
who danced, and learned a few extra moves from Rick James, 
Riverton Maintenance Staff, who was kind enough to provide 
music for our enjoyment.  He threw in the dance lessons as a 
last minute edition to the night's agenda.  Thanks, Rick!

The kids played and danced, giving some parents time to 
relax and enjoy the evening and take in some of the food.  (My 
favorite part)

Overall, with the variety of foods, drinks, and music coupled 
with the chance to meet some of our neighbors it was a won-
derful way to spend a Saturday.
 
We hope people join us at the next one and have as much fun, 
if not more so the next time around.
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed and made it possible! 

Franklin’s 2nd Annual 

Garden Gala
Written by Don Stoltz, Franklin Board Member 
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C o n t a c t  I n fo r m a t i o n

Riverton Office Phone: 612.331.3911   

Riverton Office Fax: 612.331.3919

Riverton E-Mail: office@riverton.org

Riverton Web: www.riverton.org

Chateau Web: www.chateau.coop

Marcy Park Web: www.marcypark.coop

Marshall Web: www.marshall.coop

Cole Web: www.coletownhomes.com

Franklin Web: www.franklin.coop

Franklin Office Phone: 612.338.4574

Franklin Office Fax: 612.338.4579

The Scoop is published monthly for Riverton and its member co-ops. 
Please address correspondence to lindsey.bjornson@riverton.org or 
call 612-331-3911. 

R i v e r t o n  S t a ff

Franklin Office Assistant Manager Quanda Arch

Communications and Mktg. Specialist  Lindsey Björnson

Marshall Caretaker  Jason Swenson

Member Services/Asset Manager  LoAnn Crepeau

Executive Director  Gary Ellis

Maintenance Staff  Dan Geist

Member Services Farheen Hakeem

Maintenance Staff  Rick James

Cole Caretaker  Chad Lemker

Riverton Office Coordinator  Anne Kaess

Maintenance Staff  Ken Kaiser

Maintenance Supervisor  Scott Lakeberg

Maintenance Staff  Andre McDonald

Maintenance Staff  Mark Rindfleisch

Accountant  Julie Schmit

Maintenance Staff  Dale Schmidtke 

Franklin Office Manager/Administrator  Dianna Tyson

Maintenance Staff  Aaron Walker

Marcy Park Caretaker  Cristiane Zampieri-
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Many of us are bummed out that 
summer is over and fall will be com-
ing. The idea of November seems 
far away in our warm September 
days. In the co-op world, how ever, 
an exciting event  occurs in the fall. 
It is called NASCO Institute.

As a member of a Riverton  
Cooperative, you are a member of 
NASCO (North American Student 
of Cooperation). I know that all 
of our members are not students, 
but you are still a member regard-
less.  This means that you have 
the opportunity to attend a three 
day conference from November  
5-7 where you will hav e a chance 
to learn skills and resources of 
co-ops all over North America.  
The name of the conference is 
commonly referred to as NASCO 
Institute and takes place in Ann 
Arbor , Michigan.
This year’s conference theme 
is “Beyond the Co-op Wall: 

Connecting Wit h Local 
Communities”.  This is a great 
opportunity to learn about  
community building in your co-
op and community .  This is also 
a chance to make connections to 
other aspects of the cooperative 
movement.

You may be wondering what I  
mean by this. Maybe you think 
I am being too theoretical. Or 
maybe you want a quick vaca-
tion out of Minnesot a in 
November. Well, if you want more 
information about going to  
NASCO Institute this year, attend 
your next board meeting and 
say you would like to go, or call 
Farheen at 612-331-3911.

Visit www .nasco.coop for more 
information about the conference.

SAVE
THE 
DATE!
NASCO Institute 
November 5th-7th
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Where are you from, and when 
did you move into Marcy Park?  
How did you hear about the  
Marcy Park Co-op?  What attract-
ed you to live there- did you have 
friends who lived there? Do you 
have any thoughts or comments 
about cooperative living?

I'm originally from T exas, and I moved into 
Marcy Park last December.  I was looking for a 
new place to live, and I saw an ad in the MN. 
Daily.  I was already living in the Dinkytown 
neighborhood and was looking for a place that 
was nearby.  I thought the apartments at Marcy 
Park were great, and I was excited to live in a 
place that really encouraged neighbors to get to 
know each other and get involved.

What prompted you to become involved on 
the Marcy Park Board?  When did you begin 
serving as President?

I wanted to get to know the people I w as liv-
ing around and have fun.  I came to my first 
meeting shortly after moving in.  It turned out 
to be the annual State of the Coop meeting and 
I got to hear about all of the things the coop 
had been doing the past year.  Even though the 
group was small, it w as fun (complete with free 
pizza).  I became a member the next month and 
started serving as President the next month.

What sorts of projects have the Marcy  
committees and board been working on?  Any 
upcoming events you want to mention here?  
What have you enjoyed most about your  
work on the board?  What has been the most 
challenging?

We've been hard at work at Marcy Park.  We've 
had tw o clean up days to get the attic of the 

1000 building clean and ready for use.  Right 
now, we are planning a big back to school 
celebration for September 7th.  It's going to be a 
lot of fun, with lots of free food.  The best part 
of being on the board is working to plan fun 
events to bring everyone together.  The most 
challenging part is getting ev eryone involved.

How long have you attended the U of M, and 
what is your major?  What is the most dif-
ficult part of your coursework, and what is 
the most enjoyable part of your coursework 
at this time?

I'm starting my fourth year at the U.  I'm 
wor king on my PhD in political science.  I'm 
finished with my courses and exams, so all I 
have left is my thesis.  That's definitely going 
to be the hardest part of my degree program.  
To stay sane, I like taking classes in other 
departments.  This semester, I'm taking gui-
tar lessons and the first semester of Modern 
Greek.

What was your (very) first work experience?  
Looking five years or so ahead, what would 
be your dream job?

I got my first job when I w as 15, cleaning 
tanning beds in a local tanning salon.  It paid 
even less than minimum wage and w as very 
gross and smelly, but I really wanted a car 
when I turned 16 (I got one-a blue Toyota 
pickup, but I had to work at Dairy Queen to 
finish paying for it).  My dream job would be 
owning my own little store on some island or 
coast and being able to take three hour lunches 
to take a swim in the ocean.  I hope I won't ever 
have to actually use my PhD.:)

Getting to Know You...
A monthly segment introducing you to your co-op’s board members

M e l a n i e B u r n s
Interview by Julie Schmit, Riverton Accountant

Continued on page 6
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Dear Experts, 
There are some unwanted guests in my apartments. They are small, brown, have two antennas, 
crawl up and down the wall, and run really really fast. It’ s been crampin’ my style, especially when 
I have a date over. What do I do to get these invited roommates out of my apartment.

~No Free Rent

Got a gripe? Roommate got you down? Maintenance questions? Need to know the 
meaning of life? We can help! (Okay, maybe not with that last one...) 
Welcome to “Ask the Experts,” a monthly column dedicated to helping the members of 
Riverton co-ops with some of their everyday issues. This month, our experts are Anne 
Kaess, Property Manger for the Chateau, Cole, Marshall and Marcy Park, and Dianna 
Tyson, Property Manager for Franklin. 

Ask the Experts

Dear NFR;

Unwanted Pets are NOT OK.  
If you are seeing any kind of 
pest in your apartment, wheth-
er it be ants, roaches, mice or 
monsters under the bed, CALL 
THE OFFICE IMMEDIA TELY. 
It is very important that w e 
get rid of pest problems before 
they worsen or spread to other 
apartments.  We don’t want our 
building to turn into a dump 
any more that you w ant to be 
dumped because of bugs.  As 
Off used to advertise; “There 
may be bugs on some of those 
thugs, but there ain’t no bugs…” 
in your apartment if we can 
help it.

Anne Says...
Dear No Free Rent,

This is a serious issue with me. 
First of all, make sure you tell 
the office as soon as you start 
to see these unwanted guests. 
Secondly, you need to make 
sure that all your food prod-
ucts are in plastic containers 
with lids on them. And keep 
you house CLEAN! This is very 
important. Sw eep the kitchen 
and bathroom so that it is free 
of food and other unw anted 
items. 

If there is one thing that I HA TE 
it is bugs crawling all over the 
place. They absolutely irk me!

Dianna says...
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Dear Faf;

Bummerooski about the roommate. If things are 
really going that badly, and she agrees that mov-
ing out would be best for ev eryone, come down 
to the office and get a Change of Roommate form.  
She will need to sign it as the departing room-
mate. If you have a new roommate picked out 
they would need to sign it and fill out an applica-
tion. Unfortunately for you the COR  form needs 
to be turned in at least a month in advance of the 
move out date. In the meantime, sadly there is not 
that much I can do to help you “officially” as the 
office has no system for doing any sort of room-
mate mediation.

However, “unofficially,” I would offer you this 
advice. Try talking to her first. If this doesn’ t 
wor k, then clearly it is time to play hardball. Go 
to a clinic and pick up some free brochures on 
STD’s, leave them lying about the apartment on 
Friday and Saturday nights, maybe in the bath-

room right next to the toilet. This will discourage 
visitors from staying too late. Try putting the 
dirty dishes in the bathtub an hour or so before 
she likes to shower and likewise the towels in 
the kitchen sink at breakfast time. If her behav-
ior doesn’t improve, sweep up the nail clippings 
from the kitchen and put them in her bed. There’ s 
nothing worse than having one of your own toe 
nails stab you out of a sound sleep. Not that I 
know this from personal experience.  

Please realize that by doing these things you are 
putting yourself on her level. My mother w ould 
say “don’t stoop to her level.” On the other hand, 
my grandmother w ould say “Sometimes you 
have to fight fire with fire.” Or was that Smokey 
the Bear?

Dear Experts,
I am having major roommate issues. My roommate brings every guy she meets back to the apartment 
with her after the bar , never does any dishes, leaves her wet towels everywhere, and the worst part is 
that she clips her toenails on the kitchen floor and doesn't clean them up. It is unbearable for me to 
live there for one more day with that careless witch. Please tell me what I should do! 

~Frustrated at Franklin 

Anne Says...

Dianna says...
Dear Frustrated at Franklin,

First of all, your roommate has major issues. She 
sounds like a slob to me.  When she comes home 
with every guy she meets you just look a little 
better than she does and trust me, the guy will 
start liking you. She will not want to bring guys 
home anymore because she is afraid you might 
take them.
As far as the dishes go, break them all up and use 
paper plates. Throw the wet towels on her bed 

every time so when she goes to bed at night after 
coming from the bar she will get in a w et bed.  
The toenail clipping is a huge deal- start putting 
them in her food or coffee . Maybe she will figure 
it out after eating so many.

This is just another solution to some roommate 
problems from the desk of Dianna.

Send your questions or comments to lindsey.bjornson@riverton.org. 
We’d love to hear from you! 
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Franklin 

Pictures

What are your favorite weekend or free time  
activities/hobbies?  Your favorite local restaurants?  
Favorite TV shows?  Travel destinations?

In my free time, I lov e to go to the movie theater, read 
magazines, and travel to new places.  My favorite 
local restaurants are Mac's fish and chips, Hong Kong 
Noodle, and Chino Latino.  My fav orite TV shows are 
Friends, The Nanny, and Dawson's Creek.  Lucky for 
me, there are reruns playing all the time.  My fav orite 
travel destinations are Universal Studios in Florida 
and New York City .  I'm going to Hawaii in March, 
and I'm sure that will make the list as w ell.  I haven't 
made it out of the country as of yet, but I hope to visit 
Australia and Greece one day, hopefully soon.

Do you have any thoughts or advice you would like 

to give to Marcy Park members?  Why would you 
encourage members to become involved within their 
coop?

I hope that Marcy Park members will realize how 
much fun and how rew arding it is to get inv olved and 
get to know each other.  Knowing y our neighbors and 
interacting with them can really make apartment liv-
ing so much better.  Along with that, participating in 
the coop is a great way to help keep our home clean 
and safe, and can improve the world around us.

Thank you Melanie, for taking the time to interview 
for the Scoop and for all your work at Marcy Park! 

Continued from page 3

Garden Gala
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Take a break from school and come out to the 
Chateau’s annual Barbecue and Moondeck 
Party! There will be free food and drinks at 
the barbecue, with board members grilling up 
your favorites. Then don’t miss the Moondeck 
Party starting at 9 PM. Come up to hear the 
Chateau’s own Josh Fleck DJ’ing the party and 
have some complimentary sodas and beers. 

Each Chateau member may bring up to three 
guests to the barbecue and party. Make sure to 
come to the office and pick up your tickets. 

Want to help out this y ear? There is a sign-up 
sheet in the office where you can volunteer for 
different time slots. The best part- you get $15 
per hour that you work the party . 

Please call the office at 612-331-3911 with 
questions. 

Barbecue: 3-6 PM in the back of the 
Chateau
Moondeck Party: 9 PM - 12:30 AM on 
the roof of the Chateau

FR

ANKLIN BIKE STORAGE

Bike storage at Franklin is 
here! The new storage area 
is located in the basement 
of the B Building. Residents 
gain access to the area by 
going down the stairs located 
by the East entrance on 24th 
Street. 

There is a $5 key deposit to 
use the bike storage. 

Please stop by the office if 
you are interested or have 
questions. 

Chateau Barbecue 
& Moondeck Party 

September 18th! 
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Riverton Board 
Mtg. 5:30 pm

Marshall 
Orientation 7 PM
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Marshall 

Board Mtg 
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8 PM
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Franklin Board 

Mtg 7 PM
Chateau Board 

Mtg 8 PM 
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C a l e n d a r  o f E ve n t s

Please Recycle

F rom  t h e  S h o p
DO YOU HAVE RENTERS INSURANCE?

IF NOT, YOU SHOULD!
It is very important that residents get renters insurance for their personal belongings. In the even of a flood or 
other disaster in your apartment, your lease clearly states that Riverton Community Housing is not responsible 
for loss or damage to personal property. As much as we work to eliminate such disasters in your apartment, 

some things are out of our control and you need to protect yourself. Renters insurance is very inexpensive, usu-
ally less than $200 a year, amounting to less than $20 a month to protect your stuff. Usually you can get rent-
ers insurance through the same company as your automobile insurance. If you need assistance getting renters 

insurance, please stop down to the office and we can give you some information. 


