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Riverton Community Housing Mission:
To develop and maintain quality 
student-oriented housing communities 
operating on a non-profit, democratic 
basis.

Creating Cooperatives,
Shaping Communities

The tall red-brick building set amongst towering oaks 
and elms made me think of an English castle. A small 
yellow stone chapel sat to the side of the circle drive 
near the entrance. Heavy oak doors with square brass 
handles led me to a stately wood-paneled entry foyer. 
There sat a tiny woman surrounded by friends chatting. 
My friend and fellow book-club member Fylla Kilde-
gard was engrossed in conversation, so I waited until her 
friends drifted away. She looked up to greet me and 
whisked me toward the elevator to her apartment at 
Becketwood Cooperative, designed for and operated by 
the senior citizen membership. 

Fylla’s home is full of beautiful artifacts of her personal 
history – carved wooden chairs, handcrafted clay and 
cloth " gures, and many books. She came to this place 
from a life’s journey in# uenced by the values of cooper-
atives and community. The daughter of Danish-American 
parents, she was born in 1923 in Askov, Minnesota, she 
spoke only Danish when she entered the " rst grade. Her 
father, Valdemar Petersen, was a hardworking young 
man whose " rst job was at the Askov gas station, which 
was a cooperative venture. He was raised by his Dan-
ish immigrant parents, who embraced the teachings of 
philosopher and pastor Nikolai Grundtvig, a participant 
in the development of substantial social movements in 
cooperative agriculture and village meeting houses, to 

name only two. He was instrumental in founding the Dan-
ish Folk High Schools in the 1830’s, which were intended 
for those over the age of 18 and to be self-governed. 
Teachers and students shared in the running of the 
schools. Thus the ideas of cooperation and self-gover-
nance were instilled in Fylla’s father and grandparents 
as part of their Danish heritage.

Her father, Val, became a builder of schools throughout 
the Midwest, and later worked at Midland Cooperative. 
After World War II, he worked with another builder and 
an architect to develop a new cooperative community 
for young families north of the Twin Cites. The new com-
munity was to be “A cooperative community functional in 
plan and contemporary in design.” It took for its name 
the international symbol of cooperatives, Circle Pines 
(also called the twin pines). The vision was for a town 
of 1,500 to 2,000 families “to provide an ideal pat-
tern for bringing up children in a wholesome, safe and 
attractive environment. Ultimate development of Circle 
Pines contemplates a community… with all the services, 
conveniences and activities provided in a modern city.”  
Many of the homes were built during the period from 
1945 until Mr. Peterson’ death in 1950, but sadly, the 
surviving partners did not continue with the cooperative 
mission. Even so, the city today has many of the attri-
butes envisioned by Mr. Peterson, and the credit union he 
started has # ourished and grown by merging with others 
in the area. However, the self-governance and economic 
advantages of cooperative living did not prevail. 

Happily, Fylla has found a cooperative way of life at 
Becketwood, where she is active in the library and food 
service committees. So there are still opportunities for co-
operative living at any age – students to senior citizens. 

A Life 
Inspired by 
Cooperation
Written by LoAnn Crepeau



Meet Riverton's new Of" ce Coordinator, Kristina Bjornson! 
Kristina graduated from Minneapolis Business College in 
October 2005 with a degree in Travel and Hospitality. 
She has worked many customer service jobs from Target to 
Herberger's to most recently, Front Desk Supervisor at the 
Courtyard near the Mall of America. She is a people 
person and loves to see a smile on her customers' faces!

The Of" ce Coordinator position sounded like a good " t for Kristina because she was 
ready for a change and wanted to explore other options outside of the hotel industry. 
Prior to her job at the Courtyard, she worked at the Residence Inn, an extended stay 
hotel, and enjoyed the relationships she could form with the customers. So far, Kristina 
has enjoyed meeting the staff and residents and looks forward to getting to know 
more of the residents and learning more about Riverton. 

Kristina likes the summer, wiener dogs, scary movies, babies, and has a new found love 
for cooking. She does not like slow drivers, shopping for jeans, and cold weather. Her 
favorite movie is Sleeping Beauty, and her favorite kitchen utensil is the salad spinner. 

Stop in to the of" ce and say hello! 

C o n t a c t  I n fo r m a t i o n

Riverton Office Phone: 612.331.3911   

Riverton Office Fax: 612.331.3919

Riverton E-mail: office@riverton.org

Riverton Web: www.riverton.org

Franklin Office Phone: 612.338.4574

Franklin Office Fax: 612.338.4579

The Scoop is published quarterly for 
Riverton’s properties. Please address 
correspondence to 612-331-3911 or 
lindsey.gunstad@riverton.org.
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Executive Director  Gary Ellis

Riverton Property Manager  Lindsey Gunstad

Maintenance Supervisor  Jim LaNore

Maintenance Staff  Andre McDonald

Accountant  Julie Schmit

Maintenance Staff  Dale Schmidtke 

Franklin Site Manager  Dianna Tyson

Maintenance Staff Michael Westergren
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Welcome Kristina!
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Like it or not, the snow will be here before we know it. 
When it comes time to plow the lots, notices will be posted 
around the buildings to inform you of dates and times. It is 
your responsibility to read these notices and make appro-
priate arrangements. If you will be out of town for an ex-
tended period of time, you may want to have a roommate 
or friend in the building move your car for you if we plow 
while you're gone. The of" ce will not assume any responsi-
bility for moving cars for residents. 

Cole residents are responsible for snow removal on their 
porches, decks, and sidewalk area. 

Everything you need to know about snow in Minneapolis 
can be found at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/snow.

If that " rst winter's snow storm—when the temperature dips 
below freezing and threatens to stay there for months—
sends you deep into your down comforter, think how your 
automobile must feel. 

Anti-Freeze Check 
Most anti-freezes are an ethylene glycol based # uid with 
low freezing and high boiling points when mixed with 
water. 

The rule of thumb for changing the # uid is simple: if you 
didn't change it last winter, do it now. The recommended 
lifetime is two years or 30,000 miles, whichever comes " rst. 
Even if the # uid looks relatively fresh, anti-freezes include 
chemicals that lubricate water pumps and inhibit engine 
corrosion. These chemicals lose their punch at the end of the 
recommended lifetime. 

Oil Check 
Check your owner's manual for the manufacturer's recom-
mended winter rating. 

Wiper/Washer Check 
If your wiper blades are marginal, they probably won't 
hold up well under the assault of salted-road slush. Most 
washer solvents are good to 10 degrees below zero.

Battery Check 
If your battery is within a year of its life expectancy, have 
it tested. It's far easier to deal with an aging battery on 

a pleasant fall weekend than a totally dead one in the 
dreary dark of winter. A weak battery and/or alternator 
may not be able to deliver the amperage required for a 
winter-cold start. 

Tune Time 
If you're due for a tune-up, this is a good time to head to 
your mechanic. Your vehicle can use all the help it can get 
during the coming months.

Tire Check 
Take a close look at your tread. Driving on packed snow 
and ice-riddled roads requires as much traction as your 
tires can deliver. Those who live in the mountains or ex-
treme-winter states routinely change to snow tires for the 
winter. Most of us don't have to go to that extreme, but 
if your tires' footprints look thin, a new set is in order. Be 
very particular when inspecting the tread on the rear tires, 
at least on rear-wheel drive/front engine vehicles. This is 
where you really need the grip. Keep in mind that unless 
you're loaded down with cargo in the trunk or truck bed, 
there's not much weight back there to help in the traction 
department. 

Once you've run through this checklist, you should be pretty 
much ready for winter driving—and can make it over the 
river and through the woods with a lot more peace of mind. 

Copyright autoMedia.com 2000-2007 

Let it Snow!

Get Your Car Ready for Winter
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It's a whole new world of video games 
out there. It used to be that the only 
motion that you would see from people 
playing video games would be some 
serious thumb movement. But the game 
has changed and now it's about more 
than being a couch potato. Games 
and systems like the Wii, Dance Dance 
Revolution, and Guitar Hero are getting 
people off the couch and making them 
move around. 

With the popularity of these kinds of 
games comes a new issue for apartment 
dwellers- Noise! These games require 
you to run, swing, jump and dance, which 
can mean bad news for your neighbors 
beneath you. 

Residents have complained to our of" ces, 
saying that they don't understand what 
their upstairs neighbors could possibly 
be doing to make all that noise. To them, 
it sounds as though someone is running 
and jumping upstairs until all hours of the 
night!

If you and your friends like to play Wii 
or other interactive video games, please 
make sure you are courteous to  your 
neighbors below you, especially if it's 
getting late. 

Is this a typical evening at your apartment? If so, you might want 
to go apologize to your downstairs neighbor!

Are
Good Neighbors? 
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Marcy Park
In October, Marcy Park's 
board discussed security 
in the building, capital 
improvements, and the 
new TV for the lounge. 
Members are concerned 
about the safety in the 

buildings at both the 700 and 1000 building. Our 
staff is working with the police department to find 
ways to increase security in the building. Ideas for 
capital improvements in the building include hallway 
carpet, resurfacing and striping the parking lot, and 
parcel lockers. New member orientations are sched-
uled for November 14th at 6:30 PM, and the board 
meeting to follow at 7 PM.   

Marshall
The Marshall board recently voted to remove the 
mandatory participation policy for its members. They 

also decided to take out 
the storage lockers in the 
laundry room to make 
room for possible bike 
storage or a recycling 
area. The next board 
meeting is November 11 
at 5:30 PM. 

Chateau
Over the past couple months, the Chateau board 
focused its energies on improving the quality of the 
internet service. They discussed switching providers, 
but ultimately decided to stay with Metro Provider 
and implemented a new Internet Policy, which all 
residents received under their door. If you did not 
receive a copy of this new policy please contact the 
office. The intention of the new policy is to stop resi-
dents that are using too much bandwidth, which slows 
things down for everyone else. Anyone who abuses 
the internet will receive warnings, fines, and eventu-
ally have their service shut off. Please contact the 
office with questions. 

The board held their annual fall BBQ in September 
and had a great turn out with over 120 people in 
attendance. The board also served cookies in the 
lobby on Halloween. Committee 
Meetings will be held November 
18th starting at 7 PM. The annu-
al meeting is set for December 
9th from 7-9 PM.

Please come to the next board 
meeting on December 2nd at 8 
PM!

Franklin
The Franklin board is looking for new members! If you 
have an interest in getting involved in making decisions 
about the place you live, getting to know your neigh-
bors, and getting a rent credit for your efforts, please 
contact the office for more information. 

Security is the board's main 
focus at Franklin. They are 
concerned about door prop-
ping, which jeopardizes the 
safety of the entire build-
ing. New flyers emphasizing 
the importance of keeping 
the doors closed and safety 
in general went up around the building, courtesy of 
board member Cassie Garcia. 

The next board meeting is November 11 at 7:30 PM. 

THE 
CO-OP 
BUZZ



6

Roommate troubles

Q In June 2006 my daughter rented a house in Duluth 
with three other young people. Each put down a 
$425 damage deposit, each name was on the lease, 
and each paid 25 percent of the rent. 

As the year progressed two of the renters did not 
pay their monthly portion and moved out before the 
lease was up. The landlord used their part of the 
damage deposit toward the rent that was not paid, 
and at the end of the year took them to conciliation 
court to obtain the rest of the money owed. One per-
son showed up in court and a settlement was reached 
that gives them until December to pay the balance. 

The other person did not show up and the landlord 
will attempt to collect through a collection agency. 

My daughter paid her share on time each month, and 
also cleaned the house on her own. 

When she inquired about reimbursement of her por-
tion of the damage deposit, the landlord told her she 
would not get her money back until everything was 
settled and collected from the other two. 

Can he do this ? 

A Yes, your daughter's landlord can withhold her 
portion of the damage deposit. The law allows the 
landlord to withhold those sums from the damage 
deposit necessary to cover unpaid rent. Because each 
person leasing is responsible for all the rent, your 
daughter is technically responsible for the amount 
of rent that remains unpaid by her nonpaying room-
mates. The landlord could have brought your daugh-
ter to conciliation court and tried to force her to pay 
the unpaid rent even though she paid her portion on 
a timely basis. 

From the Star Tribune

Renters' Insurance 

Q I have heard so much about renter's insurance and 
how I should get it. But everything in my apartment is 
$1,000 or less. Do I really need it? It seems to be a 
waste of money to me.

A I would say, without a doubt, even if you think you 
don't have very much stuff, you should get renter's 
insurance. It's only when all your stuff is gone that you 
realize just how much all those CDs, clothes, books, 
etc., cost to replace. A renter's insurance policy is 
relatively cheap and well worth it, even at the lowest 
level. I had a friend whose apartment burned down 
this past year, and he has of" cially vouched for this 
advice -- which I've been giving for a long time. Luck-
ily, he had insurance.

Advice from other renters: 

There was a " re in my building last Christmas (yes, a 
dried-up tree) and the neighbors next to the unit itself 
also had major damage. So even if you don't think 
you will ever damage your stuff, worry about your 
neighbors!

Renter's insurance will also cover costs if you cause 
the " re. Some friends of mine had a kitchen " re and 
no renter's insurance, so they were stuck with a huge 
deductible on the building's insurance policy.

From The Washington Post 

R E N T I N G 
a n d  t h e  l a w
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Personal safety tips

• Use safe, direct, and well-lit routes

• Stay alert to your surroundings. Using your 
phone or iPod can decrease your awareness. 

• Look con" dent and purposeful. 

• Walk with a friend if possible- particularly at 
night. 

• Carry your keys and money in a pocket, not in 
a purse or backpack. 

• If you are being followed, go to where there 
are people and call 911. 

• Never leave items unattended. Laptop comput-
ers and other items are stolen frequently. Stolen 
items often are never returned and most thieves 
are not arrested. However, victims can help ap-
prehend criminals and get property back if they 
know the serial numbers of their items. Student, 
staff, faculty and other members of the U of M 
can record their valuable property information 
in their Electronic Portfolio accounts. For more in-
formation, go to www1.umn.edu/police/valu-
ableregistry.html.

• Keep doors and windows locked- DO NOT 
PROP DOORS OPEN. This compromises the 
safety of everyone in your building. 

• In your car, put valuables and packages in the 
trunk before you arrive at your destination. 

• Don't leave your car running unattended. Take 
your keys. 

There is more information on crime prevention 
available at www1.umn.edu/police.html and 
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-pre-
vention. 

A Message
from the Minneapolis Police Department

Calling 911

Call 911 to: Report situations requiring a police 
of" cer at the scene, summon an ambulance for 
medical assistance, report a " re, report a crime 
in process, or suspicious activity that may be a 
crime or leading to a crime. 

Things to remember when calling 911: 
• Stay calm.

• State the problem. Brie# y describe the prob-
lem.

• State the location. Give the full address of 
where the problem is occurring, including apart-
ment number. If you do not know, be as speci" c 
as possible about the location. 

• Answer the operator's questions. 

• Stay on the line until the 911 operator termi-
nates the call. Help can be sent while you talk. 

• Call 911 back if the situation changes. 

UMPD Tip-Line 

Anonymous crime tips may be left with the UMPD 
by leaving a message at 612-626-TIPS (8477). 
If you are calling from a campus phone, just dial 
6-TIPS. This number can be used to leave a tip 
regarding any incident related to the University 
of Minnesota, whether it is a past incident, a 
current investigation, or a non-emergency crime 
believed to be occurring in the non-immediate 
future. Anonymous tips can also be reported by 
e-mailing police@umn.edu. 



Please Recycle
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Marshall Mtg 
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PM

Board Mtg 7 PM
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23 24
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Inspections
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Cole Annual 
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2537-2647
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RENT DUE!
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C a l e n d a r  o f E ve n t s

$200 Rent Credit! Rent Payments
Could you  use $200? Now  until November 
30th, you will receive a $200 rent credit just by 
getting a friend to move into a two bedroom 
at Franklin Co-op or a three bedroom at Cole 
Townhomes. Stop by the of" ce and grab a few 
brochures if you know of someone that would be 
interested. 

Stop by the of" ce or give us a call for more 
details! Come in today- offer ends November 
30th! 

If you have more than one person living in your 
apartment, please remember that your rent 
payments need to come in at the same time. It 
is okay to pay with multiple checks, but they all 
must be turned in together. 

Also, please remember to " ll out a rent receipt 
each time you turn in your rent. Just one rent 
receipt per apartment is necessary, regardless 
of how many checks you turn in. 

Of" ces Closed 


